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METRONET — COSTINGS 
10. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
Given that we are in the fourth year of the Premier’s government, can he now outline to the house the total cost of 
Metronet stage 1? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I have a couple of corrections. Just so the member is aware, firstly, we are not in the fourth year of our government. 
Secondly, I note that the Metronet project is under budget. 
The member seems to object to Metronet. She seems to hate it. The evidence is there. In the history of Western Australia, 
the Liberal Party has been responsible for five kilometres of rail line. In their entire history, members opposite 
built five kilometres of the network that is all over the city. No doubt they are very proud of that. The rest was 
built by Labor governments. What is more, another 70 or so kilometres of rail are being constructed by this 
government. The Yanchep line is underway. The Thornlie–Cockburn line is underway. Work has started at the 
Bayswater station for the Morley–Ellenbrook line. Work on the Tonkin gap will start shortly. All those projects 
are underway. The Byford and Midland extensions, railcar manufacturing, the Denny Avenue level crossing 
project and numerous other projects across the network are all happening under this government. 
I am advised that the budget is under what was expected. When we announced the railcar manufacturing the other 
day, from memory, it was $300 million under what had been budgeted for. The railcar manufacturing budget was 
$300 million under. Under the last government, all the railcars were manufactured in Queensland. It was 30 per cent 
more expensive than manufacturing them here and we got two per cent of the manufacturing work done here. The 
window glazing was done in Western Australia and some of the covers were put on seats. That is all that was done in 
Western Australia when the last government ordered railcars. Under us, people are seeing a massive expansion in 
rail. We got most of the project—a great $1.6 billion or thereabouts—funded by the federal government because we 
did the innovative thing of asking. When members opposite built something, they did not even ask the federal 
government. We went to the Liberal–National government in Canberra and got money towards Western Australian 
projects. Is that not a great way of doing business? That is why we need balance in the Federation. We will stand up 
to it and we will get a better deal. 
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